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In the 1840s and 1850s, "Brady of Broadway" was one of the most successful and acclaimed Manhattan
portrait galleries. Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, Dolley Madison, Henry James as a boy with his father,
Horace Greeley, Edgar Allan Poe, the Prince of Wales, and Jenny Lind were among the dignitaries
photographed in Mathew Brady's studio. But it was during the Civil War that he became the founding father
of what is now called photojournalism and his photography became an enduring part of American history.

The Civil War was the first war in history to leave a detailed photographic record, and Mathew Brady was
the war's chief visual historian. Previously, the general public had never seen in such detail the bloody
particulars of war--the strewn bodies of the dead, the bloated carcasses of horses, the splintered remains of
trees and fortifications, the chaos and suffering on the battlefield. Brady knew better than anyone of his era
the dual power of the camera to record and to excite, to stop a moment in time and to draw the viewer vividly
into that moment.

He was not, in the strictest sense, a Civil War photographer. As the director of a photographic service, he
assigned Alexander Gardner, James F. Gibson, and others to take photographs, often under his personal
supervision; he also distributed Civil War photographs taken by others not employed by him. Ironically,
Brady had accompanied the Union army to the first major battle at Bull Run, but was so shaken by the
experience that throughout the rest of the war he rarely visited battlefields, except well before or after a
major battle. The famous Brady photographs at Antietam were shot by Gardner and Gibson.

Few books about Brady have gone beyond being collections of the photographs attributed to him,
accompanied by a biographical sketch. MATHEW BRADY will be the biography of an American legend--a
businessman, an accomplished and innovative technician, a suave promoter, a celebrated portrait artist, and,
perhaps most important, a historian who chronicled America during its finest and gravest moments of the
19th century.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Tran:

The book Mathew Brady: Portraits of a Nation can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Mathew Brady: Portraits of a Nation? A
number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us.
It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it
is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Mathew Brady: Portraits of a Nation has
simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world
by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Tracy Zapata:

This Mathew Brady: Portraits of a Nation are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The reason of this Mathew Brady: Portraits of a Nation can be on the list of great books you must have
is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that
probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Mathew Brady:
Portraits of a Nation forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Dolores Schreiber:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Mathew Brady: Portraits of a Nation, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Wanda Sousa:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Mathew Brady: Portraits of a Nation, you are able
to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.
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