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Elaine Pagels, one of the world’s most important writers and thinkers on religion and history, and winner of
the National Book Award for her groundbreaking work The Gnostic Gospels, now reflects on what matters
most about spiritual and religious exploration in the twenty-first century. This bold new book explores how
Christianity began by tracing its earliest texts, including the secret Gospel of Thomas, rediscovered in Egypt
in 1945.

When her infant son was diagnosed with fatal pulmonary hypertension, Elaine Pagels’s spiritual and
intellectual quest took on a new urgency, leading her to explore historical and archeological sources and to
investigate what Jesus and his teachings meant to his followers before the invention of doctrine–and before
the invention of Christianity as we know it.

The astonishing discovery of the Gospel of Thomas, along with more than fifty other early Christian texts
unknown since antiquity, offers startling clues. Pagels compares such sources as Thomas’s gospel (which
claims to give Jesus’ secret teaching, and finds its closest affinities with kabbalah) with the canonic texts to
show how Christian leaders chose to include some gospels and exclude others from the collection we have
come to know as the New Testament. To stabilize the emerging Christian church in times of devastating
persecution, the church fathers constructed the canon, creed, and hierarchy–and, in the process, suppressed
many of its spiritual resources.

Drawing on new scholarship–her own, and that of an international group of scholars–that has come to light
since the publication in 1979 of The Gnostic Gospels, Pagels shows that what matters about Christianity
involves much more than any one set of beliefs. Traditions embodied in Judaism and Christianity can
powerfully affect us in heart, mind, and spirit, inspire visions of a new society based on practicing justice and
love, even heal and transform us.

Provocative, beautifully written, and moving, Beyond Belief, the most personal of Pagels’s books to date,
shows how “the impulse to seek God overflows the narrow banks of a single tradition.” Pagels writes, “What
I have come to love in the wealth and diversity of our religious traditions–and the communities that sustain
them–is that they offer the testimony of innumerable people to spiritual discovery, encouraging us, in Jesus’
words, to ‘seek, and you shall find.’”

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Barcomb:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Beyond Belief: The Secret Gospel of Thomas. Try to the actual book
Beyond Belief: The Secret Gospel of Thomas as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend
when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Nicole Reagan:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Beyond Belief: The Secret Gospel of
Thomas book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Nicholas Williams:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Beyond
Belief: The Secret Gospel of Thomas the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Beyond
Belief: The Secret Gospel of Thomas giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but
also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport.
Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Diana Johnson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Beyond Belief: The Secret Gospel of Thomas was bright
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Beyond Belief: The Secret Gospel of
Thomas has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and
try to like reading that.
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