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So wrote an Australian prisoner-of-war, Corporal Lancelot
Davies, only recently taken prisoner at the first battle of
Bullecourt, on 11 April 1917. For him – like another 1,200
Australians captured at Bullecourt – the future was indeed
‘blank’ and unpredictable. The experiences of Australian
prisoners of war (POWs) or Kriegsgefangeners held
captive in Germany has been largely forgotten or ignored–
overshadowed by the horrid stories of Australians
imprisoned by the Japanese during World War II. Yet, as
David Coombes makes known, the stories are interesting
and significant – not only providing an account of what
those young Australian soldiers experienced, and the spirit they showed in responding to captivity – but also
for the
insight it provides into Germany in the last eighteen months of the war.

Drawing on previous inaccessible records – including interviews conducted by the late David Chalk as well
as private
papers and unpublished manuscripts (all part of the Chalk Collection) – Coombes focuses on one Australian
brigade,
the 4th Infantry, from its formation in 1914, through Gallipoli to its baptism of fire on the Western Front,
culminating in
the first battle of Bullecourt – which, in turn, leads to the prisoner of war experience.

An unknown future was certainly what awaited those mostly young soldiers as POWs – whether it be
exposed to their
own artillery fire while working for the enemy ‘behind the line’; in a hospital ward somewhere in France or
Germany; or
behind wire, in a camp, in Germany. What remained constant, and gave them reason to stay alive, often in
the most
horrendous circumstances, was their desire to be free – to get back to their family and loved ones in
Australia.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Alexander:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Crossing The Wire. Try to the actual book Crossing The Wire as
your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside that course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Courtney O\'Donnell:

Typically the book Crossing The Wire has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you
can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Patrick Siemens:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your limited time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be examine.
Crossing The Wire can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short free time
problems.

Patricia Gallagher:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top record in your reading list is definitely Crossing The Wire. This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can
get many advantages.
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