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Since footballer sexual assault became top news in 2004, six years after the first case was reported, much has
been written in the news media about individual cases, footballers and women who have sex with them. Deb
Waterhouse-Watson reveals how media representations of recent sexual assault cases involving Australian
footballers amount to "trials by media", trials that result in acquittal. The stories told about footballers and
women in the news media evoke stereotypes such as the "gold digger", "woman scorned" and the "predatory
woman", which cast doubt on the alleged victims’ claims and suggest that they are lying. Waterhouse-
Watson calls this a "narrative immunity" for footballers against allegations of sexual assault.

This book details how popular conceptions of masculinity and femininity inform the way footballers’ bodies,
team bonding, women, sex and alcohol are portrayed in the media, and connects stories relating to the cases
with sports reporting generally. Uncovering similar patterns of narrative, grammar and discourse across these
distinct yet related fields, Waterhouse-Watson shows how these discourses are naturalised, with reports on
the cases intertwining with broader discourses of football reporting to provide immunity. Despite the
prevalence of stories that discredit the alleged victims, Waterhouse-Watson also examines attempts to
counter these pervasive rape myths, articulating successful strategies and elucidating the limitations built into
journalistic practices, and language itself.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Jackson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Athletes, Sexual Assault, and "Trials by Media": Narrative
Immunity (Routledge Research in Sport, Culture and Society).

Roxanne Mazon:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this Athletes, Sexual Assault, and
"Trials by Media": Narrative Immunity (Routledge Research in Sport, Culture and Society) book as basic
and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

William McCown:

Typically the book Athletes, Sexual Assault, and "Trials by Media": Narrative Immunity (Routledge
Research in Sport, Culture and Society) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this
book very acceptable to you. The book Athletes, Sexual Assault, and "Trials by Media": Narrative Immunity
(Routledge Research in Sport, Culture and Society) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get
the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Verna Krell:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be Athletes, Sexual Assault, and "Trials by Media": Narrative
Immunity (Routledge Research in Sport, Culture and Society) why because the wonderful cover that make
you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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