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In The Well-Played Game, games guru Bernard De Koven explores the interaction of play and games,
offering players -- as well as game designers, educators, and scholars -- a guide to how games work. De
Koven's classic treatise on how human beings play together, first published in 1978, investigates many issues
newly resonant in the era of video and computer games, including social gameplay and player modification.
The digital game industry, now moving beyond its emphasis on graphic techniques to focus on player
interaction, has much to learn from The Well-Played Game.

De Koven explains that when players congratulate each other on a "well-played" game, they are expressing a
unique and profound synthesis that combines the concepts of play (with its associations of playfulness and
fun) and game (with its associations of rule-following). This, he tells us, yields a larger concept: the
experience and expression of excellence. De Koven -- affectionately and appreciatively hailed by Eric
Zimmerman as "our shaman of play" -- explores the experience of a well-played game, how we share it, and
how we can experience it again; issues of cheating, fairness, keeping score, changing old games (why not
change the rules in pursuit of new ways to play?), and making up new games; playing for keeps; and
winning. His book belongs on the bookshelves of players who want to find a game in which they can play
well, who are looking for others with whom they can play well, and who have discovered the relationship
between the well-played game and the well-lived life.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Raap:

Precisely why? Because this The well-played game: A player's philosophy is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Fred Martinez:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The well-played game: A
player's philosophy, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Anita Rhodes:

The well-played game: A player's philosophy can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge
in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing The well-played game: A player's
philosophy nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Brandon Erickson:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The well-played game: A player's philosophy can
be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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